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Sundays at UUCG
11:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Religious Exploration 
Programs 

Theme: Let This Be a House of 
Peace

Oct. 2: Our House
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Carol Richardson, Worship Associate

Oct.  9:  Our House of Healing
A Service of Compassionate Presence
Bob Patrick, Service Leader
Evan Varner, Worship Associate

Oct. 16:   Our House of Music!
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Amber Fetner, Guest Choir Director
Paige Varner, Worship Associate
Third Sunday Potluck Luncheon
Visitor Orientation (UU 101)
New Member Class (UU 102)

Oct. 23:  Our House for the Future
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Karen Smith, Worship Associate

Oct 30:  Our House of Memories
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Toby Lyles, Worship Associate

Nov. 6: Our House of Loving Kindness
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Aiyana Haynes, Worship Associate

October Plate contributions are shared 
equally with 

National Religious Campaign Against Torture
www.nrcat.org

the gnuus
This year we are “Singing the Journey” with 
each monthly theme highlighting one of our 
hymns. We are also Singing the Journey 
together as we search for a new Choir Director 
to fill the big shoes our beloved Kevin McKinney 
leaves behind after so many years of serving, 
mostly as a volunteer. I know I will be forever 
grateful for his generous contribution of time, 
talent, energy, and expertise. I am also grateful 

Gadding About

the gnuus
Announcements for the November 
GNUUS are due by October 25. 
Announcements for the weekly 
e-newsletter and Order of Service 
are due on Tuesdays at noon.  Send 
announcements to “announcements@
uucg.org”. Contact Ldecastro@uucg.
org to subscribe to newsletters.

Gwinnett News for Unitarian Universalists

that we all stepped up to acknowledge this 
professional position by making this a priority for our staffing plan. I 
know that UUCG has been proud to be working towards being a fair 
compensation congregation, and this is a strong step towards that goal. 

As the Choir Director Search Team (Bill Benshoof, Debra Greenwood, Shea 
McQuain, Lydia Patrick and I) seeks a new Choir Director to start in 2017, 
we are Singing the Journey with our guest Choir Directors on loan to us 
once a month from neighboring UU congregations. This is such a fabulous 
example of how congregations step up to hold one another in shared 
covenant. I hope we will have opportunities to pay it forward over the 
coming years.  You will want to be sure to show up on October 16 for our 
next guest Choir Director, Amber Fetner from the UU Fellowship of Athens. 

October 16 is also the day of our annual pledge drive kick-off. The music 
is going to rock! We’ll be Singing the Journey towards our vision as we 
blend our voices in song and conversation and work in harmony to build 
our beloved community. We’ll strike a note of gratitude with every generous 
pledge of support we receive!

October’s theme is “Let This Be a House of Peace.” As we enter the last 
weeks of this presidential campaign in the United States, tension is likely 
to rise. Many people feel the stakes are very high. Some feel that our 
system is so broken that voting is an exercise in futility, and others feel the 
obligation to vote deep in their bones. While it can be tempting to assume 
that all Unitarian Universalists have “like minds” we actually don’t…. we 
do, however, have kindred spirits, shared values, and promises we strive to 
keep. 

Our covenant is to walk together with trust, compassion, and inquiry. I 
encourage each of us, including myself, to ask questions rather than try to 
persuade; seek to understand before being understood; and, if you don’t 
want to engage in a conversation about an election issue or a candidate, 
respectfully request another topic of discussion. We all need to be sensitive 
to one another as a people of faith seeking the best ways to live our values 
in the world. We will each have different ways we choose to do this. Let this 
be a house of peace, let yourself be a house of peace, and may that peace 
radiate out to all the places in which you engage over the next few weeks.

With a loving and grateful heart…
Reverend Jan
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Faith Development:  Let This Be a House of Peace
Our Compassion, Curiosity, and Courage programs on Let This Be A House of Peace begin on 
October 9 at 10:00am.   
•	 Ages 18-99 (Playhouse)  
•	 Ages 12-17 (Treehouse)   
•	 Ages 8-11 (Laboratory)   
•	 Ages 5-7 (Studio):   Chalice Children
•	 Ages 0-4 (Castle):   Childcare

News from The Mountain
Registration open if you have young’uns interested in attending this fall’s 
YouthCon’s at The Mountain.  Also, your “young’un” might be interested in 
being a Peer Advocate Leader (PAL) or Mentor (for teens and young adults 
ages 16-24).  

The Seekers at UUCG on October 16 at 12:30pm
The Seekers, formerly the UUCG Bible Study, is a group of Unitarian Universalists 
and others who are interested in exploring the great religious books and texts of 
the world.  We have no prescribed theology and honor each person’s spiritual path 
toward enlightenment, comfort and reason.   There are no “experts” in the group to 
interpret religious texts for us.  Each person shares his or her own interpretation of 

a particular text without fear of condemnation or ridicule.  And the best part of the group is that none of 
these “rules” were set down - they evolved organically.  We invite you to join us if you have an interest 
in theological writings and would like to share your views in an open, accepting environment.  We meet 
the third Sunday of the month in the Laboratory.  Grab a plate from the potluck and come on down.  
We meet for about one hour.  Contact person:  Debra Greenwood with email debra404@gmail.com.

Samhain Ritual on Saturday, October 29 at 6:00pm 
Come and celebrate this Beginning of the New Year as we enter more fully into 
the darkness, commune with those who have gone on before us, and seek 
guidance for the coming year.  This ritual of Samhain  is open to the public and 
led by members of the Sylvan Sanctuary Grove of Druids.  Ritual begins at 6:00 
with shared snacks and fellowship afterwards.  Ritual attire is welcome but not 
required.

 
• November 18-20, 2016 - Elementary Youth CON (3rd - 5th graders).  Registration opens November 

4th, 2016
• December 2 - 4, 2016 - Intermediate Youth Con (6th - 8th graders).  Registration opens November 

18th, 2016.
• December 9 - 11 - Senior Youth Con. (9th - 12th graders)  Registration opens November 25th, 2016.
• Registration opens 2 weeks prior to each Con.  
$100 for each youth attendee.

$25 for each accompanying advisor.  All youth MUST have an assigned advisor, youth are assigned 
housing with their accompanying advisor.  We have to send 1 advisor for each 4 youth.  

Additional information may be found at themountainrlc.org.  
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Music Sunday Returns
October 16
Mark your calendars for our next Music 
Sunday on Sunday, October 16 featuring 
Amber Fetner, music director from 
UU Congregation of Athens.  She’ll be 
rehearsing with the choir at a special 
rehearsal on Tuesday, October 11 at 7:00 
pm too.  All voices welcome!

Family Night at UUCG
October 8, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Families of all sizes, including people of all ages, are invited to gather for fun and 
fellowship on the second Saturday of each month. Bring food for your family and 

enjoy fellowship over dinner. Bring games, toys, movies, crafts, or other activities to contribute to the 
fun! It’s a relaxed time to build connections and friendships across generations. Hosted by Amanda 
and Steve Perkins.

Trunk-or-Treat & Haunted Trail on October 30
UUCG will host a community Trunk-or-Treat & Haunted Trail on October 30. Trunk or 
Treat is when people park their cars in the lot and decorate their trunks with some 
theme (could be Halloween-ish or not) and have candy and/or small toys to hand 
out. Children come through the parking lot to trick or treat. The teens will be hosting 
a creepy carnival themed Haunted Trail that night as well.  Members, friends and 

neighbors are invited to Trick-or-Treat at UUCG, so we need lots of trunks! Please be thinking of how 
you’d like to contribute.  Time TBD.

Nurture Connections

Kevin McKinney thanked for years of service as 
UUCG Choir Director.

Gretchen Peters in Concert at UUCG 
November 12.  Concert at 8:00pm.  Doors Open at 7:00pm
Gretchen Peters, a member of the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame, has risen to 
the top of her craft by writing and recording songs that explore the deep corners 
of life with empathy and integrity.  Doors open at 7 p.m. BYOB and a dish to share 
(for potluck). Donation: $25/person (all proceeds to the artists). Limited seating. 
Reservations required (via email to awbowman@bellsouth.net).
http://www.gretchenpeters.com/
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Coffee Connection Sale
Our hot chocolate mix is on sale for $4.50/can while supply lasts.
Chocolate and  coffee selections are available every Sunday!

Please Re-Register Kroger Plus Cards
A new program year is starting at Kroger and all cards have to be re-enrolled for 
participation. Participants get to keep all of their Kroger points, fuel discounts & 
benefits too.   Last year, Kroger gave nearly $400 to UUCG and this could increase 
if more people participate.
• Register at www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com or call 800-576-4377, select 

option 4 to get your Kroger Plus card number.   
• Select “My Account” to login and add UUCG (19343).  Click on confirm.
• Verify enrollment by finding UUCG on the right side of your information page.

* If you need to request a financial waiver for 2017, please contact President@uucg.org or RevTaddeo@uucg.org. 
* If your circumstances change during the year and you need to decrease your giving level, please contact the Treasurer at 
Treasurer@uucg.org.  

UUCG’s Fiscal Year is January 1 to December 31. Please return completed forms to UUCG by November 1, 2016. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett 

2017 PLEDGE FORM 
 

	
 

 

Our community values every financial gift. Please consider what this community means to you and the 
difference it makes in your life and in the wider community. Using the Giving Guide on the back of this 
form, please pledge as your heart guides you and your finances allow.  

Achieving our goal of $145,000 in pledges will allow us to fund our new Choir Director position, restore 
program funding that was cut in 2016, and increase our reserves for needed building repairs. This goal is a 
5% increase in our 2016 pledges. All our contributions make it possible for us to live into our vision of a 
radically welcoming congregation in a green space, and nurture connections within our walls and beyond. 

Knowing not everyone can afford to increase their pledge by 5%, we encourage those who can give more to 
do so, and those who need to give less to pledge an amount that reaches as high as you are able, even if it is 
$5 a month. We greatly value your heartfelt pledge in any amount… every pledge absolutely makes a 
difference! Together we can make such sweet harmonies as we create a model of Beloved Community. 

SUPPORT* 

☐ I/We understand that making a financial contribution to the UUCG Operating Fund is part of  

our covenant to do the work of the church responsibly. Therefore I/we are making a total annual 
commitment of $____________ for 2017. I/we will fulfill this pledge in equal payments made: 

 ☐   Weekly  ☐   Monthly  ☐	  Quarterly   ☐   One Payment  

 ☐   Other: ______________________________________________________ 

Based on the giving guidelines, I/we are supporting UUCG at the following giving level: 

 ! Supporter ! Sustainer ! Visionary ! Transformer 

RECOMMIT 
During the Annual Budget Pledge Drive, we offer the opportunity to recommit as an active participant in 
congregational life, or to let us know that you would like to change your status: 

☐ I/We recommit our membership and active participation in the UUCG community 

☐ I/We recommit our active participation in the UUCG community as a pledging friend 

☐ I/We do not wish to recommit to active participation at this time and would like to be removed 

☐ I/We would like to talk with the ☐ Minister  ☐ Board President  ☐ Other  _______________   
regarding our relationship with the congregation 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________  Date: ____________________ 

* If you need to request a financial waiver for 2017, please contact President@uucg.org or RevTaddeo@uucg.org. 
* If your circumstances change during the year and you need to decrease your giving level, please contact the Treasurer at 
Treasurer@uucg.org.  

UUCG’s Fiscal Year is January 1 to December 31. Please return completed forms to UUCG by November 1, 2016. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett 

2017 PLEDGE FORM 
 

	
 

 

Our community values every financial gift. Please consider what this community means to you and the 
difference it makes in your life and in the wider community. Using the Giving Guide on the back of this 
form, please pledge as your heart guides you and your finances allow.  

Achieving our goal of $145,000 in pledges will allow us to fund our new Choir Director position, restore 
program funding that was cut in 2016, and increase our reserves for needed building repairs. This goal is a 
5% increase in our 2016 pledges. All our contributions make it possible for us to live into our vision of a 
radically welcoming congregation in a green space, and nurture connections within our walls and beyond. 

Knowing not everyone can afford to increase their pledge by 5%, we encourage those who can give more to 
do so, and those who need to give less to pledge an amount that reaches as high as you are able, even if it is 
$5 a month. We greatly value your heartfelt pledge in any amount… every pledge absolutely makes a 
difference! Together we can make such sweet harmonies as we create a model of Beloved Community. 

SUPPORT* 

☐ I/We understand that making a financial contribution to the UUCG Operating Fund is part of  

our covenant to do the work of the church responsibly. Therefore I/we are making a total annual 
commitment of $____________ for 2017. I/we will fulfill this pledge in equal payments made: 

 ☐   Weekly  ☐   Monthly  ☐	  Quarterly   ☐   One Payment  

 ☐   Other: ______________________________________________________ 

Based on the giving guidelines, I/we are supporting UUCG at the following giving level: 

 ! Supporter ! Sustainer ! Visionary ! Transformer 

RECOMMIT 
During the Annual Budget Pledge Drive, we offer the opportunity to recommit as an active participant in 
congregational life, or to let us know that you would like to change your status: 

☐ I/We recommit our membership and active participation in the UUCG community 

☐ I/We recommit our active participation in the UUCG community as a pledging friend 

☐ I/We do not wish to recommit to active participation at this time and would like to be removed 

☐ I/We would like to talk with the ☐ Minister  ☐ Board President  ☐ Other  _______________   
regarding our relationship with the congregation 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________  Date: ____________________ 

Our Pledge Drive starts in October.  We are excited about UUCG’s plans for 2017 
and the dreams we are going to make real in the coming year! With the generous 
support of our members and friends we will walk closer towards our vision. Look 
for details on pledge packets later this month and to be sure you get your Pledge 
Form turned in by November 13.

Community   

Fun, Food, Dancing and 

Winning Tickets for Prizes 

& Auction 

Connections 

Community Connections
If you want more  fellowship, there are many opportunities remaining from the 
2016 Auction.  Just make a generous donation to UUCG and write the name of 
the Auction event of your choice on your check or visit www.uucg.org and select 
“Register for Events”. 
• Memorial Hike on the Cherokee Trail.  In honor of Karl Adams, we 

will hike the base trail (about 5.5 miles) around Stone Mountain. Wear 
sturdy shoes and appropriate clothing for the weather. Organized by Jan 
Taddeo. Saturday date TBD.  

• Self-Discovery Creative Workshop.  Join Reverend Jan and Christiana 
in the Playhouse room at UUCG for a hands-on workshop that will allow 
you to access your intuition via the creation of a personalized deck of 
cards, using the process of SoulCollage® as described by Seena B. 
Frost. Saturday, November 05, 2016, 10:00am - 02:00pm.

• Cookie Exchange. Ally is hosting a fun holiday event for all ages.  
Come to the UUCG kitchen to bake a variety of Christmas cookies and 
exchange with others.  Children welcome.  December TBD.

• Family Bowling Night.  Join the Taddeos for a fun family time at “Stars 
& Strikes” in Dacula.  Two (2) hours of bowling, with shoes and snacks provided.  Please indicate how 
many in your party.  December 3 from 4-6pm.  

• Recital.   Join Barbara and Bryan in the UUCG Sanctuary for an evening of classical music and tea.  
Barbara will be playing her flute and Bryan will be on the piano.  Sunday, February 05, 2017, 03:00pm - 
05:00pm. 

• Ebenezer Church Service & Mary Mac Tea Room.  Debra and Ida are hosting a visit to a church service 
at historic Ebenezer Baptist Church where both MLK Sr. and MLK Jr. preached. After the service you will 
continue on to Mary Mac’s Tea Room for a nice luncheon.  Date: September or October 2016.

• Passover Seder.  Join the Hlava family for a very special African American Passover Seder Dinner on  
April 16, 2017 at 5:00pm.
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Visitor Orientation
UU 101 Oct. 16 at 12:45pm
CURIOUS – If you are new to 
Unitarian  Universalism or just 
new to UUCG, this class should 
answer some of your questions.
COURAGEOUS – Join us in 
the library on third Sundays 
immediately following the 
service.
COMPASSIONATE – We hope 
the information and discussions 
will help you on your spiritual 
journey.
Childcare and lunch provided.  
Sign up on the bulletin board 
by the nametags, visit www.
uucg.org and select “register”, 
call the UUCG office at 770-717-
7913, or just drop in.  For more 
information, contact Peggy at 
membership@uucg.org.

New Member Class
UU 102 Oct. 16 at 12:45pm
If you have taken UU 101 and 
feel ready to move on to the next 
step, please join us.  UU 102 
meets in the Lounge.   Childcare 
will be available and lunch 
provided.  Sign up is available 
by selecting “register” on the 
www.uucg.org website, through 
the office at 770-717-7913,  or 
through email to membership@
uucg.org.  After completing UU 
102, you are eligible to become 
an official member of UUCG at 
an upcoming signing ceremony. 

Signing Ceremony
If you are considering becoming 
a member of UUCG, please 
contact membership@uucg.
org, to participate in the next 
ceremony. Ceremonies take 
place quarterly in the Pastor’s 
Parlor.  

 
 
In response to the release of the Abu Ghraib photos, Dr. George Hunsinger, professor at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, convened a conference of American faith leaders to 
examine how religious communities could respond to the U.S. military’s use of torture 
against 9/11 detainees. 
 
One hundred and fifty leaders of the nation’s diverse faiths gathered in Princeton in 
January 2006 to discuss this critical issue. The National Religious Campaign Against 
Torture (NRCAT) was launched during the conference with the mission of mobilizing 
people of faith to end torture in U.S. policy, practice and culture. 
 
NRCAT works for an end to torture in four areas: 
 

1. To ensure that U.S.-sponsored torture of detainees never happens again. 
2. To end the use of torture in U.S. prisons and detention facilities, in particular the 

use of prolonged solitary confinement. 
3. To end U.S. support (direct or indirect) of any country that engages in torture and 

to work for U.S. policies that help other nations stop their torture practices. 
4. To end the bigotry and hatred that promotes the practice and acceptance of 

torture against religiously, ethnically and other targeted groups. Since the fall of 
2010, NRCAT has worked for an end to anti-Muslim bigotry. 

 
 
We Are Interfaith 
We have made a particular effort to form strong partnerships across all faith groups. 
 

§ There are over 300 religious organizations that are members of NRCAT 
including: Baha'i, Buddhist, Catholic, evangelical Christian, Hindu, Jewish, 
Muslim, Orthodox Christian, mainline Protestant, Quaker, Sikh and Unitarian 
Universalist communities. 

§ Seventy-five thousand individual people of faith have worked with us since 
NRCAT's formation in 2006. 

§ NRCAT works closely with other faith-based anti-torture groups and has partner 
organizations across the country. 

 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
National Religious Campaign Against Torture 
110 Maryland Ave. NE, Suite 502 
Washington, DC 20002 
(t) 202.547.1920 
(f) 202.547.1921 
http://www.nrcat.org 

New Quarter Recipient Announced
Thanks to the generosity of UUCG members and 
friends, UUCG raised $1,277.98 for our third quarter 
plate recipient, International Rescue Committee - 
Atlanta.  Also in 3rd quarter, our plate raised $226.21 
for Together Baton Rouge for flood relief and $677 
for the UUCG Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  For the 
final quarter of 2016, we are pleased to announce 
our fourth quarter plate recipient, National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture.  Please see their flyer 
below to learn more.
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PRIDE 2016
It’s that time of year again! Join us October 8-9 to celebrate the LGBTQ+ 
community. All are welcome!

There are 3 ways you can participate in PRIDE this year:
• March/Ride in the parade on Sunday
     - It is a  2 1/2 mi walk, with the option to ride if you are unable to walk
     - Dressing up IS encouraged!
     - Meeting time and location TBD

• Be a volunteer face painter at the UU booth on Saturday or Sunday
     - You don’t have to be an artist! Just be willing to paint.
     - Help make our booth more exciting and to get more traffic
     - Sign up at: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a5a82fa3f58-pride?1471467443186

• Help run the UU booth with other UUs on Saturday or Sunday
     - A UU booth will be at the festival to engage with festival attendants
     - 2 hour shift: bring a friend!
     - Sign up at the link above.

• Collect donations on Saturday or Sunday
     - Fundraiser to collect donations to support the festival
     - Half of the money collected will go to UUs!
     - Sign up at: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0a4dabaa2ea75-pride

Teens will be meeting at UUCG on Sunday, October 9 at 9:00am and going to the parade together.  
Teens, please bring cash ($7.50 if no Breeze card; $5.00 with Breeze card) for MARTA ride, your lunch 
and water/drink, plus spending money for festival booths. Wear comfortable shoes; rainbow colored 
clothing recommended!

Great for all ages and family-friendly! Join us for an amazing weekend of fun!  For signup and questions, 
contact Amanda Murray at amandamurray1230@gmail.com.

Invitation from the Social Justice Committee 
The Social Justice Committee is working on a number of issues, any one of which may be of interest to 
you.  Please join us on 1st Sundays after service to learn how you can change the world.  On October 2, 
please join us in the Sanctuary for a presentation on Opportunity School District with Greg Davis.  Our 
next planning meeting is November 6.  

Planet Green Recycle Program Now Accepting Items 
Our Resource Development Team is pleased to introduce our new ongoing Planet Green Recycle Program.  
This is a fundraiser for UUCG and we earn money for sending in unwanted electronics.   Learn more at www.
planetgreenrecycle.com and donate unwanted: 
•  Inkjet Cartridges
•  Cell Phones/Pagers & 

Accessories
•  GPS & Radar Detectors
•  Mobile Hot Spots

•  Calculators
• eBook Readers
• iPods/MP3 Players
• Digital/Video Cameras
• PDAs

• iPads/Tablets
• Video Game Consoles & 

Handhelds
•  Video Games & Accessories
•  Laser/Toner Cartridge

Look for the bin in the Lounge to make your Planet Green Recycle donations. 
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Growing a Beloved Community
Barbara Stahnke, President 
This year the board is in preparation for strategic 
planning.  We are reading a short book Growing a 
Beloved Community because it inspires, informs and 
connects us to our vision.  We are asking ourselves 
key questions that we developed at the Board Retreat 
in August that can help us understand the best ways 

to govern for our vision to be achieved.  This month’s question is “How do 
we feed ourselves?”  

I believe if we grow in all of our roles we grow into our deepest selves. 
Feeding ourselves for the work of personal spiritual growth and our 
communities’ growth is key to us as church leaders.  I also think it is key 
to each of us who, in honor and respect of our principles, are committed 
to this work and our faith for the long haul. 

So what does this mean in my words? If we support our first principle 
(inherent worth and dignity of every person), then we support the 
“feeding” of each of our “souls” and the “souls” of our community around 
us.  When I speak of “souls” – I mean that which is you that shows up in 
my presence.  When I speak of feeding, I mean that which you need to 
feed yourself in your search for truth and meaning (our 4th principle) and 
to feed yourself in your work for justice, equity and compassion in human 
relations (our 2nd principle).  Feeding yourself is to do the work of our 
church responsibly.  We encourage each other in this soul work through 
acceptance, love and encouragement.  We are all on a path of healing 
whether of ourselves, each other, or our larger community (maybe all three 
at the same time).  

We are able to do this because we learn and search in covenant with 
each other.  Our covenant embodies our 5th principle, yet in a different 
way than might be thought of when we think of “democratic processes”.  
We agree to work together for the harmony, learning, discernment and 
betterment of each other and ourselves.  Not just one vote, but deeper 
than that as we will keep working at it until we leave that decision to 
move to the next.  We are as diverse in thought and belief as the planet is 
diverse.  We will probably re-decide things as we learn and grow.  
So what did the board think about the question “how do we feed 
ourselves?”

Summary of the month:  Our tendency as leaders is to focus on feeding 
others and assuring our community will always be here for others who 
want/need our community. In that feeding we are together with each other 
and our community.  Because of our covenant we feel accepted, loved, 
not judged and in a safe space enabling us to give love and acceptance.  
Our passion is our community.

Let us grow this beloved community together.

Building and Grounds 
Infrastructure
As many of you have noticed 
we have a gully in our parking 
lot.  We are also experiencing 
the failure of the middle 
heating and air conditioning 
(HVAC) unit. The other issue 
with the dead tree at the 
back of our property that 
has the potential to cause 
damage to our neighbor’s 
(the apartment complex) 
property has been revealed 
to be multiple trees as well 
as trees from the neighbor’s 
property.  The board did 
vote that we would make 
the repairs to the parking 
lot if our financial situation 
allows; it does look like we 
may be able to afford this 
repair – and this is the most 
important one for safety 
and welcome.  The two 
working HVAC units appear 
to be handling the cooling 
as long as everyone takes 
careful responsibility with 
following the directions on 
the thermostats.  We are 
in conversation with the 
apartment complex about 
the trees.  Please stay tuned 
for more updates.

Smoking Policy
The board is in discernment 
about our Smoking Policy.  
We are considering making 
a stricter policy as one of a 
non-smoking campus.  We 
also are considering making 
a stable designated area 
to smoke in, or maybe a 
moveable designated area 
possibly in cars.  The board 
will be informed by our 
mission and vision as we 
decide if a change is needed.  
Thank you to the Church 
Council and Town Hall 
participants for insight and 
discussion. 

  



Building Open
Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday:  10:00am-3:30pm
Friday:  10:00am-2:00pm
By Appointment:  770-717-7913

Staff
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Parish Minister
RevTaddeo@uucg.org
Office: 770-717-7913
Cell: 678-558-4834
Our Minister keeps flexible hours. 
Friday is her Sabbath day.   
Appointments suggested. 

Laura de Castro, Administrator
Ldecastro@uucg.org
Office:  770-717-7913
Our Administrator is in the building on 
Tuesdays, Fridays and 3rd Sundays and 
available through email 12-3:30pm on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
Appointments suggested.  

Christiana McQuain, Program Assistant
cmcquain@uucg.org

Kevin McKinney, Choir Director
kmckinney@uucg.org

Board of Trustees
Barbara Stahnke, President
president@uucg.org

Ben Lower, Vice President
vp@uucg.org 

Steve Smith, Treasurer
treasurer@uucg.org

Ally Perras, Secretary
secretary@uucg.org

Board Members at Large
Sara Heath
James Riddlesperger
Theresa Waldrop
Phoenix Lastinger

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation o f Gwinnett
12 Bethesda Church Road
Lawrenceville, GA  30044
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Curiosity.   Courage.  Compassion.
We are a radically welcoming sanctuary in a green space. 

We foster spiritual growth as we joyfully nurture connections 
and community within our walls and beyond.
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UNDERSTANDING 
THE STATE TAKEOVER  

OF OUR LOCAL  
PUBLIC SCHOOLS! 

5

10

A constitutional amendment on November’s ballot 
would allow the state to take over local schools 
based on unreliable standardized testing results.  
If it passes, the state could manage a struggling 
school directly, work with the local school board, 
convert  the school to a charter school or close the 
school altogether. 

State takeover of troubled schools has failed 
miserably in other states. There is no supporting 
evidence or data that the state takeover will be 
successful; efforts in Louisiana, Tennessee and 
Michigan failed.

The proposed state takeover is based on 
standardized testing, when the focus should be on 
educating, not teaching to tests. Schools would be 
selected solely on the basis of the state’s College and 
Career Readiness Performance Index (CCRPI score), 
an unreliable index that has changed several times in 
recent years.

The school takeover plan would allow the state to 
fire local teachers for no reason. The state would 
have the power to close down any school, reorganize 
staff, fire and replace teachers and principals and 
transfer any school to a charter school.

The state takeover provides NO additional funding 
or resources to struggling schools. In fact, the 
takeover plan takes resources from schools and allows 
corporations to run schools instead of locally elected 
school boards.

A takeover of local schools ignores the proven 
solution: investing in local schools and the 
communities around them. All of us need to work 
together to help schools become anchors of the 
community by providing the resources students 
need including quality teachers, small class sizes, 
afterschool programs and health services.

The state takeover is a long-term sentence; 
schools could be under state control for as long  
as 10 years. Schools will be added to the takeover  
list as early as January 1, 2017. Once selected, a 
school will remain under state control for at least  
three consecutive years.

Parents and educators will lose their voice in local 
school affairs. The takeover plan seizes authority and 
resources from the local school board, leaving the 
voters with no say in their local school. 

The state takeover plan adds yet another level 
of bureaucracy to our local schools. In controlling 
these schools, the state is not required to or expected 
to work in together with the current elected State 
Superintendent of Schools. 

Now is the time to talk to your friends, neighbors  
and family about this vote. The question on  
the ballot is worded to confuse voters; make  
sure your community members know the facts 
about the state school takeover!

“Amendment #1: provides greater flexibility and state 
accountability to fix failing schools through increasing 
community involvement. Shall the Constitution of 
Georgia be amended to allow the state to intervene 
in chronically failing public schools in order to 
improve student performance?”

READ THE FINE PRINT  
BEFORE YOU VOTE!

Opportunity School District Discussion on Oct. 2
On Sunday, October 2, after the service, Greg Davis of the Athens 
UU Church will discuss with us  the purpose of the Opportunity 
School District.  The November ballot will ask if you want to amend 
the Georgia Constitution to have schools the Governor deems failing 
put under the supervision of a person appointed by him.  Mr. Davis, a 
former teacher, counselor and administrator, and current school board 
member, will explain the implications of the vote. The Social Justice 
Committee will serve a light lunch.  


