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Sundays at UUCG
11:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Religious Exploration 
Programs 

December Theme:  
We Are

11am Dec. 4: We Are Seekers of Truth
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Kathy Mittelman, Guest Choir Director
Kathee Tomlin, Guest Accompanist
Devon McQuain, Worship Associate

11am Dec. 11: We Are Keepers of Faith
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Lorena Gay-Griffin, Worship Associate
Congregational Meeting & Raffle
Sabbatical Send-off Party

11am Dec. 18: We Are the Wisdom of Ages
Paige Varner, Service Leader
Bob Patrick,Worship Associate
Potluck Luncheon
UU 101, UU 102

7pm Dec. 24: We Are the Spirit of God
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Christmas Eve Service

11am Dec. 25: Morning Star Rises
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Carol Richardson, Worship Associate
Casual Christmas in Stories & Songs

December plate contributions are shared 
equally with 

National Religious Campaign Against Torture
www.nrcat.org

the gnuus
November has been a bit of an emotional roller-
coaster for most of us at UUCG. In the aftermath 
of the presidential election, many of you have 
expressed a wide range of emotions, most very 
difficult to hold. Some have told me you feel 
called to action in ways you never have before. 
The racism, sexism, homophobia and xenophobia 
we all knew was present in our country has been 
exposed, affirmed, and even empowered in ways 
that leave many of us very fearful. A local high 
school in Suwanee was vandalized with racial slurs 

Gadding About

the gnuus
Announcements for the January 
newsletter are due by December 
25. Announcements for the weekly 
e-newsletter and Order of Service 
are due on Tuesdays at noon.  Send 
announcements to “announcements@
uucg.org”. Contact Ldecastro@uucg.
org to subscribe to newsletters.

Gwinnett News for Unitarian Universalists

and homophobic threats, with the name of our 
President-elect boldly painted in the middle of the epithets. We are hearing 
about such incidents, and worse, all around the country.  

I anticipate that those of us who are skilled in creating community, connecting 
with new people, and building bridges will be called upon in the coming 
months, if not years. And, those of us who are not comfortable with these skills 
might learn! As some feel empowered to hate more openly, we must rise up 
and love more boldly. Our faith calls us stand, roll, and rise up on the side of 
love. 

As I write this, there is an imminent threat to the people of the Oceti Sakowin 
camp at the Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota. Unless powerful 
people find a way to prevent it, there is a strong probability that hundreds of 
people will be seriously harmed, or killed, in the efforts to remove people from 
the camp, and we may see yet another gross injustice towards the indigenous 
people of this land. I am grateful for this congregation’s support in sending me 
to Standing Rock, and I pray a peaceful and fair resolution will emerge. 

With all this, and so much more, going on in our country, I am finding it 
difficult to wrap my mind around being away on vacation, study leave, and 
sabbatical January through July. I have realized how much strength & hope I 
draw from your presence in my life. I am grateful for this time for renewal and 
reflection, and I will continue to be working for a more just and loving world 
while I am away. I am so fortunate to serve such a generous, courageous, and 
compassionate congregation. 

Please come to the Sabbatical Send-Off Party on Sunday, December 11, 
following the Congregational Meeting. There will be music, dancing, some 
games to play, and some gifts to be given. It’s a hiking theme, so feel free to 
wear your hiking clothes to church that day! 

On December 18, Paige Varner will lead the service, and I will be there to 
receive a Journey Blessing during the service (a modified Ritual of Leaving). 
I will lead two more services after that: The Christmas Eve service will include 
lots of wonderful music & a story for the times. The Christmas Morning service 
includes “fun” holiday songs & a beloved Christmas story. We’ll have muffins, 
scones, hot cocoa & coffee waiting for you! Christmas is a time to remember 
that every child is a blessing, every being has worth, and is worthy of dignity.  

I’ll be sending updates while I’m away, and I’ll be lurking on Facebook now and 
then, but not engaging. I love you all; I will miss you while I am gone, and I will 
be SO glad to be back!

With much love…
Reverend Jan
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Nursery & Chalice Children Program Available on Sundays
Starting December 4, the Nursery/Pre-K program opens at 10:45 for the Sunday 
service. The Early Elementary Program, Chalice Children, will meet during the 
11:00 worship service after hymn that follows the Wonder Box segment of the 
service. 

The Seekers at UUCG on December 18 at 12:30pm
The Seekers, formerly the UUCG Bible Study, is a group of Unitarian Universalists 
and others who are interested in exploring the great religious books and texts of 
the world.  We have no prescribed theology and honor each person’s spiritual path 
toward enlightenment, comfort and reason.   There are no “experts” in the group to 
interpret religious texts for us.  Each person shares his or her own interpretation of 

a particular text without fear of condemnation or ridicule.  And the best part of the group is that none of 
these “rules” were set down - they evolved organically.  We invite you to join us if you have an interest 
in theological writings and would like to share your views in an open, accepting environment.  We meet 
the third Sunday of the month in the Laboratory.  Grab a plate from the potluck and come on down.  
We meet for about one hour.  Contact person:  Debra Greenwood with email debra404@gmail.com.

Music Sunday Returns
December 4
Mark your calendars for our next Music Sunday on Sunday, December 4 featuring 
guest choir director Kathy Mittelman and guest accompanist Kathee Tomlin,  All 
voices welcome!

Winter Solstice: Out of the Dark, A New Spark
December 17 at 6:00pm
Come and enter into the darkest time of the year, make friends with the shadows 
and find the new sparks that emerge for your life.  This Winter Solstice ritual is 
open to the public and led by members of the Sylvan Sanctuary Grove of Druids.  
Ritual begins at 6:00 with shared snacks and fellowship afterwards.  Ritual attire is 
welcome but not required.

Conversations on Race:  Defying the Nazis 
December 10 at 9:30am
Please join us at 9:30am on Saturday, December 10 in the UUCG sanctuary 
for a showing and discussion of the film Defying the Nazis.  This PBS 
documentary by Ken Burns and Artemis Joukowsky tells the story of Martha 
and Rev. Waitstill Sharp, a Unitarian couple who rescued Jews, dissidents, 
and refugee children in Nazi-occupied Europe during the Second World 
War.  The documentary is directly relevant to the issues we are facing in 
our country and our community in 2016 as our neighbors of color once 
again come under intensified threat.  The film will be preceded by some 
mindfulness/awareness exercises and will be followed by a discussion.  Light 

refreshments will be served.  Please join us for this important event, which reflects the true meaning of 
the holidays. Bring your friends!  For more information, contact Steve Babb at 404-375-7972.
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Coffee Connection Sale
Our hot chocolate mix is on sale for $4.50/can while supply lasts.
Chocolate and  coffee selections are available every Sunday!

Community   

Fun, Food, Dancing and 

Winning Tickets for Prizes 

& Auction 

Connections 

Community Connections
If you want more  fellowship, there are many opportunities remaining from the 2016 
Auction.  Just make a generous donation to UUCG and write the name of the Auction 
event of your choice on your check or visit www.uucg.org and select “Register for Events”. 
• Cookie Exchange. Ally is hosting a fun holiday event for all ages.  Come to the 

UUCG kitchen to bake a variety of Christmas cookies and exchange with others.  
Children welcome.  December TBD.

• Family Bowling Night.  Join the Taddeos for a fun family time at “Stars & Strikes” in 
Dacula.  Two (2) hours of bowling, with shoes and snacks provided.  Please indicate 
how many in your party.  December 3 from 4-6pm.  

Holiday Raffle for an Apple Watch!
What’s that Christmas tree doing in the hallway already, you ask? It’s holding 
the tickets for our holiday raffle! Buy tickets for chances to win an Apple 
Watch for yourself or a loved one, just in time for the holidays. Envelopes 
on the tree have a number on them. That number is the suggested donation 
you can contribute to win. Pick the amount that is right for you. Inside each 
envelope will be raffle tickets you can put in the container with a picture of an 
Apple Watch on it. Complete instructions are on the tree.  The drawing will be 
held at the Congregational Meeting December 11.

Holiday Gift Giving that Makes a Difference
• Amazon Purchases. UUCG receives a commission of 4% or more on all 

sales through the link at the bottom of the website page at www.uucg.org  
• Equal Exchange Products.  Fair trade chocolate, coffee and tea make 

great holiday gifts and make a difference in the lives of small scale farmers 
and their communities.  Visit the Equal Exchange stand in the back of the 
Sanctuary.

• Enjoy a UUCG Concert or Give Tickets to a Friend.  Printed tickets to use 
for gift giving are available from the office - contact ldecastro@uucg.org or 
770-717-7913.

• Buy Books and Art from UUCG.   Contact Diana Dice to make purchases 
from the Art Gallery.  Contact Sara Heath for more information on the 
bookstore.

• Support UUSC with Handpicked items for Sustainable Living . Each 
purchase at www.thegoodbuy.com directly funds human rights and social 
justice programs by UUSC.

Thank you from the UUCG Endowment Fund
As of November, the UUCG Endowment had reached a balance of $59,824.39. 
We thank the Kennedy’s and Debra Greenwood for their recent contributions. 
If you haven’t made a Birthday Club donation for 2016 this would be a great 
month to do it (and deduct the contribution on your taxes).The EF is our long-
term stewardship savings for UUCG’s future. If you have questions, please 
pick up a “Funding The Future” brochure in the front lobby.
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Youth Baking Day 
December 10 at 2:00pm
Youth are meeting at UUCG on Saturday 
December 10 at 2:00pm to start baking for the 
Bake Sale fundraiser on December 11.  Recipes 
are due on December 8 so that groceries can be 
purchased.  All are encouraged to bring money to 
shop at the bake sale on Sunday, December 11.

Smores and Santa 
December 10 at 5:30pm
Bring the whole household … one or many … 
to our “UUCG Family Night” for a night of food, 
fun and fellowship. Family means OUR UUCG 
family … children are not required! Bring food you 
like, and show up to connect with others in the 
congregation. UUCG Family Night continues on 
2nd Saturday each month.

Thanksgiving 
at UUCG
A great big Thank 
You to Sherree 
and Daniel Bailey 
for organizing the 
Thanksgiving pot 
luck  at UUCG.  
There were at least 
37 folks attending 
and a whole lot of 
food to share (with 
leftovers!). What a 
great assembly of 
people and flavors. 
We were all stuffed it 
seemed, as is fitting 
for the holiday.

Visitor Orientation
UU 101 Dec. 18 at 12:45pm
CURIOUS – If you are new to 
Unitarian  Universalism or just 
new to UUCG, this class should 
answer some of your questions.
COURAGEOUS – Join us in 
the library on third Sundays 
immediately following the 
service.
COMPASSIONATE – We hope 
the information and discussions 
will help you on your spiritual 
journey.
Childcare and lunch provided.  
Sign up on the bulletin board 
by the nametags, visit www.
uucg.org and select “register”, 
call the UUCG office at 770-717-
7913, or just drop in.  For more 
information, contact Peggy at 
membership@uucg.org.

New Member Class
UU 102 Dec. 18 at 12:45pm
If you have taken UU 101 and 
feel ready to move on to the next 
step, please join us.  UU 102 
meets in the Lounge.   Childcare 
will be available and lunch 
provided.  Sign up is available 
by selecting “register” on the 
www.uucg.org website, through 
the office at 770-717-7913,  or 
through email to membership@
uucg.org.  After completing UU 
102, you are eligible to become 
an official member of UUCG at 
an upcoming signing ceremony. 

Signing Ceremony
If you are considering becoming 
a member of UUCG, please 
contact membership@uucg.
org, to participate in the next 
ceremony. Ceremonies take 
place quarterly in the Pastor’s 
Parlor.  

Pastoral Care
If you feel in need of emotional or spiritual 
support, please call the Pastoral Care confidential 
phone line: 770-847-0566.   When we respond to 
your call, we are prepared to offer confidential, 
compassionate listening.  We are aware of 

resources both inside and outside of the Congregation, and we can help you 
by providing information to access these resources. We are continuing to 
collect resources, and welcome your suggestions.    We encourage you to use 
your Care Ring for assistance with transportation, food, child care or other 
practical support during an urgent or complicated time in your life. 
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Your Words Have Power!  Write a Letter, Change a Life
Amnesty International has launched its annual letter writing campaign, Write-for-
Rights. You can help change the lives of this year’s 12 cases by writing letters of 
support or solidarity to those being featured or letters of appeals to government 
officials.  Information on each case as well as sample letters can be found on the 
bulletin board next to the Studio classroom or by visiting http://write.amnestyusa.
org/cases).  Letters will be collected at UUCG through Sunday, December 25th. 
There is a letter collection box located on the credenza near the front entrance. 

Welcome Welcome
A Guest at Your Table A Guest at Your Table

UUSC UUSC

Over the past 40 years, UUSC’s Guest at Your Table 
program has become a cherished tradition that celebrates 
how we can be partners in advancing human rights. 
Through this annual multigenerational program, we learn 
about inspiring global examples of local people making 
a big difference in their communities. We join together in 
solidarity, offer our support, and take action.

Visit uusc.org/guest to learn more.

Join UUSC!
Your generous participation in Guest at Your Table 
makes you part of the change that UUSC works toward 
throughout the world. UUSC’s work is made possible 
by the activism and generosity of more than 42,000 
supporters. UUSC membership benefits begin at $40 
or above, and gifts of $125 or more are eligible to be 
matched dollar for dollar by the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, N.Y.

About UUSC
The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) 
is guided by the values of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the principles of Unitarian 
Universalism, which uphold the inherent worth and 
dignity of all people.

UUSC champions human rights on many fronts: 
economic, environmental, political, and social. Visit 
uusc.org for more information about current campaigns 
and partnerships. UUSC is an independent human 
rights organization and receives no financial support 
from the Unitarian Universalist Association or the 
federal government. 
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Guest At Your Table
Pick up your Guest At Your Table box at UUCG on Sunday. Keep it where you eat 
your meals as a reminder to drop your change, paper money, or checks into the 
box every day to support the vital ministry of the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee. Return boxes now through December 11.

This year’s program theme is Defying Hate, based on the recent release of the Ken 
Burns documentary about UUSC founders Martha and Waitstill Sharp, Defying the 

Nazis: The Sharps’ War (on PBS). The Sharps defied hate by helping Jews and dissidents escape Nazi 
Germany using brave, creative methods, many of which could have caused them to be imprisoned, 
tortured, or worse. Look for information later this month about the viewing of this movie followed by 
discussion.

UUSC is proud to carry forward the Sharps’ legacy by continuing to defy hate and protect the lives and 
rights of refugees, asylum seekers, and other marginalized groups, both here in the United States and 
throughout the world.

Gift Cards for Corley 
Elementary School
This community has continued to be 
very generous to the students and 
parents of Corley. The school has no 
PTA, and we fill in and support the 
parents and studentsMseveral times 
per year.   The drive for gift cards 

begins on 12/4 and ends on 12/18. The school has shortened the number of places from whom they are 
requesting cards. The two primary stores are Aldi and Walmart. The secondary store is Quik Mart. They 
also are requesting cards be $25 or less.  There will be a decorative box in the foyer and one at the back 
of the sanctuary. Thank you from the Corley Committee!

The Christmahanakwanzika Comedy Special 
Get ready for the OTC’s innovative comedy improv shows where audiences use 
their imaginations to help create scenes on teh spot.  Think Whose Line is It 
Anyway? done your way.  Join us for a night of fun and you might just be the star 
of the show!  Our all-inclusive The Christmahanakwanzika Comedy Special comes 
to UUCG on December 16.   Admission is $10 per person – special UUCG 20% 
discount.  To reserve a space go to www.otccomedytroupe.com or email Kelley 
Cody-Grimm at otccomedytroupe@gmail.com.



Building Open
Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday:  10:00am-3:30pm
Friday:  10:00am-2:00pm
By Appointment:  770-717-7913

Staff
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Parish Minister
RevTaddeo@uucg.org
Office: 770-717-7913
Cell: 678-558-4834
Our Minister keeps flexible hours. 
Friday is her Sabbath day.   
Appointments suggested. 

Laura de Castro, Administrator
Ldecastro@uucg.org
Office:  770-717-7913
Our Administrator is in the building on 
Tuesdays, Fridays and 3rd Sundays and 
available through email 12-3:30pm on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
Appointments suggested.  

Christiana McQuain, Program Assistant
cmcquain@uucg.org

In Search, Choir Director
choir@uucg.org

Board of Trustees
Barbara Stahnke, President
president@uucg.org

Ben Lower, Vice President
vp@uucg.org 

Steve Smith, Treasurer
treasurer@uucg.org

Ally Perras, Secretary
secretary@uucg.org

Board Members at Large
Sara Heath
Vacant
Theresa Waldrop
Phoenix Lastinger

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation o f Gwinnett
12 Bethesda Church Road
Lawrenceville, GA  30044
www.uucg.org
770.717.7913

UUCG

Curiosity.   Courage.  Compassion.
We are a radically welcoming sanctuary in a green space. 

We foster spiritual growth as we joyfully nurture connections 
and community within our walls and beyond.

2017 Programs
Spring CONs:
Elementary: March 10 - 
12, 2017
Intermediate: March 17 
- 19, 2017
Senior High: March 31 - 
April 2, 2017

Mountain Work 

* If you need to request a financial waiver for 2017, please contact President@uucg.org or RevTaddeo@uucg.org. 
* If your circumstances change during the year and you need to decrease your giving level, please contact the Treasurer at 
Treasurer@uucg.org.  

UUCG’s Fiscal Year is January 1 to December 31. Please return completed forms to UUCG by November 1, 2016. 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett 

2017 PLEDGE FORM 
 

	
 

 

Our community values every financial gift. Please consider what this community means to you and the 
difference it makes in your life and in the wider community. Using the Giving Guide on the back of this 
form, please pledge as your heart guides you and your finances allow.  

Achieving our goal of $145,000 in pledges will allow us to fund our new Choir Director position, restore 
program funding that was cut in 2016, and increase our reserves for needed building repairs. This goal is a 
5% increase in our 2016 pledges. All our contributions make it possible for us to live into our vision of a 
radically welcoming congregation in a green space, and nurture connections within our walls and beyond. 

Knowing not everyone can afford to increase their pledge by 5%, we encourage those who can give more to 
do so, and those who need to give less to pledge an amount that reaches as high as you are able, even if it is 
$5 a month. We greatly value your heartfelt pledge in any amount… every pledge absolutely makes a 
difference! Together we can make such sweet harmonies as we create a model of Beloved Community. 

SUPPORT* 

☐ I/We understand that making a financial contribution to the UUCG Operating Fund is part of  

our covenant to do the work of the church responsibly. Therefore I/we are making a total annual 
commitment of $____________ for 2017. I/we will fulfill this pledge in equal payments made: 

 ☐   Weekly  ☐   Monthly  ☐	  Quarterly   ☐   One Payment  

 ☐   Other: ______________________________________________________ 

Based on the giving guidelines, I/we are supporting UUCG at the following giving level: 

 ! Supporter ! Sustainer ! Visionary ! Transformer 

RECOMMIT 
During the Annual Budget Pledge Drive, we offer the opportunity to recommit as an active participant in 
congregational life, or to let us know that you would like to change your status: 

☐ I/We recommit our membership and active participation in the UUCG community 

☐ I/We recommit our active participation in the UUCG community as a pledging friend 

☐ I/We do not wish to recommit to active participation at this time and would like to be removed 

☐ I/We would like to talk with the ☐ Minister  ☐ Board President  ☐ Other  _______________   
regarding our relationship with the congregation 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________  Date: ____________________ 

* If you need to request a financial waiver for 2017, please contact President@uucg.org or RevTaddeo@uucg.org. 
* If your circumstances change during the year and you need to decrease your giving level, please contact the Treasurer at 
Treasurer@uucg.org.  

UUCG’s Fiscal Year is January 1 to December 31. Please return completed forms to UUCG by November 1, 2016. 
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program funding that was cut in 2016, and increase our reserves for needed building repairs. This goal is a 
5% increase in our 2016 pledges. All our contributions make it possible for us to live into our vision of a 
radically welcoming congregation in a green space, and nurture connections within our walls and beyond. 

Knowing not everyone can afford to increase their pledge by 5%, we encourage those who can give more to 
do so, and those who need to give less to pledge an amount that reaches as high as you are able, even if it is 
$5 a month. We greatly value your heartfelt pledge in any amount… every pledge absolutely makes a 
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SUPPORT* 

☐ I/We understand that making a financial contribution to the UUCG Operating Fund is part of  

our covenant to do the work of the church responsibly. Therefore I/we are making a total annual 
commitment of $____________ for 2017. I/we will fulfill this pledge in equal payments made: 

 ☐   Weekly  ☐   Monthly  ☐	  Quarterly   ☐   One Payment  

 ☐   Other: ______________________________________________________ 

Based on the giving guidelines, I/we are supporting UUCG at the following giving level: 

 ! Supporter ! Sustainer ! Visionary ! Transformer 

RECOMMIT 
During the Annual Budget Pledge Drive, we offer the opportunity to recommit as an active participant in 
congregational life, or to let us know that you would like to change your status: 

☐ I/We recommit our membership and active participation in the UUCG community 

☐ I/We recommit our active participation in the UUCG community as a pledging friend 

☐ I/We do not wish to recommit to active participation at this time and would like to be removed 

☐ I/We would like to talk with the ☐ Minister  ☐ Board President  ☐ Other  _______________   
regarding our relationship with the congregation 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________  Date: ____________________ 

Do you want to help UUCG’s radically 
welcoming mission and our vision of curiosity, 
courage, and compassion to flourish both 
within and outside of our community? If 
so, please “Sing the Journey” with us by 

returning your Pledge Form promptly. The Board of Trustees need 
to know how much money will be coming in throughout the 2017 
calendar year in order to prepare a budget to be voted on by 
members on December 11. 

The Board meets on December 6 to complete the budget draft for 
the Congregational Meeting on December 11. If you need another 
Pledge Form, you can go to our website at www.uucg.org and  
select “Give” to fill it out, or pick up another form at UUCG. We 
need everyone’s voices along our journey! No pledge is too small 
or too large! They all add up to the success of our congregation.


