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Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett
12 Bethesda Church Road
Lawrenceville, Georgia  30044
www.uucg.org          770-717-7913

Sundays at UUCG
11:00 am Worship Service

10:00 am Religious 
Exploration Programs 

Theme: Return Again

Aug. 7: Ingathering & Water Ceremony
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Karen Smith, Worship Associate
Plugging in With Passion at 
10:00am & 12:30pm

Aug 14:   Return to Who You Are
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Toby Lyles, Worship Associate

Aug 21:   Return to What You Are
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Daniel Bailey, Worship Associate
Third Sunday Potluck Luncheon
Visitor Orientation (UU 101)
New Member Classs (UU 102)

Aug 28: Return to Where You Are
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Rev. Kenn Hurto, Worship Associate
Rae Haynes, Worship Associate
1-3 Congregation Sabbatical 
Workshop

Sept 4
Lydia Patrick, Service Leader
Aiyana Haynes, Worship Associate

Plate contributions in August are 
shared equally with 

International Rescue Committee Atlanta
www.rescue.org

the gnuus
Our 2016-2017 annual theme holds great 
possibility for an exciting year at UUCG: Singing 
the Journey invites us to explore the ways we 
“harmonize” with our voices, as well as with our 
time, talents, and treasures on our journey towards 
being the radically welcoming sanctuary in a green 
space we envision.  Our programs this year will be 
built on monthly themes based on beloved songs 
from our hymnals, inviting us to go deeper into the 
stories, metaphors, and meanings in the words we 
sing. 

Gadding About

the gnuus
Announcements for the August 
GNUUS are due by August 25. 
Announcements for the weekly 
e-newsletter and Order of 
Service are due on Tuesdays at 
noon.  Send announcements to 
“announcements@uucg.org”. 
Contact Ldecastro@uucg.org to 
subscribe to newsletters.

Gwinnett News for Unitarian Universalists

Singing the Journey is also an appropriate annual theme as we embark on 
a journey with a new Choir Director. During the month of August the Board of 
Trustees and I will form a small Choir Director Search Team to engage in the 
process of fi nding the person to lead and build our choir and music program 
over the coming years. Our plan is for this person to start in January 2017! 
The Chalice Lighter Call is still open to contribute to funding a portion of this 
position in 2017 to move us towards fully funding it in 2018. Please spread the 
word! Here’s the link to share with your friends and family: http://www.uucg.
org/connection/donate/.

Singing the Journey also speaks to the journey we are taking together and 
separately through my time on Sabbatical. Our Sabbatical Committee (Paige 
Varner, Wally Watson, Karen Smith, Barbara Stahnke, and Laura de Castro) 
is hard at work preparing for this precious time for both the congregation 
and for me to go deeper into our sense of calling, to renew our spirits and 
our commitments, and to chart a course for the next few years of our shared 
ministry together.

On Sunday, August 28, from 1:00 – 3:00 the Reverend Kenn Hurto, 
Lead Executive for the UUA Southern Region, will lead a workshop with 
the congregation to explore the work of the congregation while I am on 
Sabbatical. That workshop will start after we have lunch together, about 1:00, 
and end at 3:00. He will then meet with key leaders to determine the next 
steps in planning the congregation’s activities during this Sabbatical time.

Up to and during the Sabbatical, there will be a special bulletin board set 
aside with information about what I’ll be doing, updates from me about the 
activities I’m engaged in, the work the congregation is doing, and key dates 
and contact information while I’m away. The Sabbatical Committee is working 
on a brochure with lots of information to respond to the questions I’m sure 
many of you have, and we’ll have lots of time over the next few months to 
make sure people’s questions are answered before I go.

I’m here through the end of 2016 … my Sabbatical time will be combined with 
vacation and study leave offi  cially beginning on December 26. I’ll return to the 
offi  ce on July 31, 2017. I am excited about the fall programs and Singing the 
Journey with you this year. 

With much love,
Reverend Jan
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Religious Exploration: Programs Resume in August
Many thanks to all of you who took the time to fill out a survey last month.  At our 
June meeting, the Team had an opportunity to review your feedback and take it 
into consideration as we began planning for our next year of Religious Exploration 
programming, the third year of our three-year commitment to the rotational 
“Curiosity, Courage, Compassion” model.  Rest assured – we hear you!

Based on your feedback, we will be planning the upcoming year with a
renewed focus on how what you experience in RE connects to our UU faith 

and values, Principles and Sources.  We are excited to present content on Sunday mornings that is 
relevant to you and helps you to live your faith every day of the week!

Registration is now open for the 2016-2017 Program Year.  Look for paper copies on the Religious 
Exploration bulletin board in the UUCG foyer or visit www.uucg.org and Religious Exploration from the 
Learning menu to register online.

The upcoming year of programs based on our overarching theme, Singing the Journey, promises to be 
thought provoking, engaging, and inspiring. Register your family today to participate in all that we will 
be offering in the upcoming year.

Book Club
August 23 at 7:00pm in Library at UUCG
The Book Club will be taking a brief summer break in July. We will resume 
our regular monthly gatherings on the fourth Tuesday of the month beginning 

on  August 23rd at 7PM discussing Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women 
Worldwide by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn.  From two of our most fiercely moral voices, 
a passionate call to arms against our era’s most pervasive human rights violation: the oppression of 
women and girls in the developing world.

With Pulitzer Prize winners Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn as our guides, we undertake an 
odyssey through Africa and Asia to meet the extraordinary women struggling there, among them a 
Cambodian teenager sold into sex slavery and an Ethiopian woman who suffered devastating injuries in 
childbirth. Drawing on the breadth of their combined reporting experience, Kristof and WuDunn depict 
our world with anger, sadness, clarity, and, ultimately, hope.

They show how a little help can transform the lives of women and girls abroad. That Cambodian girl 
eventually escaped from her brothel and, with assistance from an aid group, built a thriving retail 
business that supports her family. The Ethiopian woman had her injuries repaired and in time became 
a surgeon. A Zimbabwean mother of five, counseled to return to school, earned her doctorate and 
became an expert on AIDS.

Through these stories, Kristof and WuDunn help us see that the key to economic progress lies in 
unleashing women’s potential. They make clear how so many people have helped to do just that, and 
how we can each do our part. Throughout much of the world, the greatest unexploited economic 
resource is the female half of the population. Countries such as China have prospered precisely 
because they emancipated women and brought them into the formal economy. Unleashing that process 
globally is not only the right thing to do; it’s also the best strategy for fighting poverty.
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Lughnasad Celebration: The First Harvest
Saturday, August 6, 2016 6-8pm
Come and celebrate this half of the year that fi rst began with Brigid at Imbolc, 
fulfi lled now with Lugh at his festival of the fi rst harvest.  We gather to celebrate 
what we are enjoying of life’s harvest.  This ritual is open to the public and led 
by members of the Sylvan Sanctuary Grove of Druids.  Ritual begins at 6:00 
with shared snacks and fellowship afterwards.  Ritual attire is welcome but not 
required.

Ingathering & Water Ceremony
11:00am Worship Service on August 7
I hope as you engaged in summer activities you had time to refl ect on the 
milestones of your spiritual or physical journeys over the course of the past year. 
Everyone is asked to bring a small container of water to share in this special UU 
ritual. The water you bring may be symbolic for many aspects of your journey 
such as these:

• East: New beginnings, birth, creation, inspiration, curiosity
• South: Emotions, trust, faith, passion, playfulness, vulnerability, courage
• West: Abundance, harvest, maturity, strength, transformation, compassion
• North: Clarity, wisdom, death, silence, peacefulness, connection

If you forget to bring water, we will have some available for you to use. As you enter the Sanctuary, fi ll 
out one or more cards with a very brief description of the meaning of your water, and pour water in the 
container(s) for the corresponding direction(s). 
With Joy!
Reverend Jan

Memorial Service for John Duktig
August 14 at 2:00pm at UUCG
The memorial service for John will be August 14 at 2:00. In lieu of fl owers, Karen 
requested donations to Atlanta Wild Animal Rescue Eff ort (AWARE).   There is 
a Donate link on the site at http://www.awarewildlife.org/ where one can either 
donate directly or adopt an animal in John’s name.  Mail checks to: AWARE, 
4158 Klondike Road, Lithonia GA 30038.

The Seekers at UUCG on August 21 at 12:30pm
The Seekers, formerly the UUCG Bible Study, is a group of Unitarian Universalists 
and others who are interested in exploring the great religious books and texts of 
the world.  We have no prescribed theology and honor each person’s spiritual path 
toward enlightenment, comfort and reason.   There are no “experts” in the group to 
interpret religious texts for us.  Each person shares his or her own interpretation of 
a particular text without fear of condemnation or ridicule.  And the best part of the 

group is that none of these “rules” were set down - they evolved organically.  We invite you to join us 
if you have an interest in theological writings and would like to share your views in an open, accepting 
environment.  We meet the third Sunday of the Month in the Laboratory.  Grab a plate from the potluck 
and come on down.  We meet for about one hour.  Contact person:  Debra Greenwood  debra404@
gmail.com
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August 19-21: Youth Group Lock-In Retreat
Teens 12 through 17 are encouraged to participate in a special Lock-In Retreat  Friday, August 19, 7:00 
– Sunday, August 21, 1:00: Youth and their new advisors will engage in community building activities, 
develop a guiding mission and related goals for the year, and make choices about activities for the 
year. Bring bathing suits for a trip to Bethesda Park Pool! Parents are invited and encouraged to stay 
for dinner on Friday night to get to know our new Adult Advisors. Information and permission forms are 
available on the Youth Group bulletin board outside the Treehouse and on our website.

UUCG’s BSA Troop 99 Makes Progress
We have a troop number! Our troop has been assigned the number of the troop that formerly 
met up the road at the Methodist Church. Our meeting night remains on Monday.  Our temporary 
Scoutmasters (SM) are volunteers who are generously fi lling in until a permanent SM is named. Our 
troop has two members: our own Landon Myers, who transferred from another troop, and another 
boy, new to Scouting. We have more work to do, though. Until we have fi ve boys in the troop we are 
not quite there. Boy Scouts of America has a recruitment process in place but it takes time. It may be 
November before we have our fi ve boys and are offi  cially recognized by BSA. That is not stopping us! 
We are holding troop meetings weekly and, thanks to the generosity of another troop willing to take our 
boys under their wing, may be going on fun outings in the near future. Anyone interested in learning 
more about Boy Scouting, with a boy age 11-17, is welcome to visit our troop meeting and check us out. 
Best if boy attends with a parent.

Welcome New Youth Group Advisors!
We welcome four new adult advisors: Brendan Strallow, Amanda Murray, Josh Sims, and Heather 
Robalik. They all attended a weekend Youth Advisor Training in Asheville in June, led by UUA Southern 
Region staff . There they networked with other UU Adult Advisors, developed close friendships with 
each other, and learned about developing a supportive and engaging youth program.

Brendan has been assisting with the UUCG youth group the past two years and brings a passion for 
youth ministry through his own experiences as a UU youth and young adult. He and his wife, Meghan, 
have been members since December 2012.

Amanda is a former high school teacher now in the fi nal stages to becoming a certifi ed licensed 
counselor. She is active on our Racial Equity Organizing Team, participated in a Covenant Group, and 
has been active in several aspects of congregational life. Amanda joined UUCG in April, 2016.

Josh is a former video instructor at Gwinnett Tech and owner/lead producer of the Paper Rocket 
Picture Company. He has served as an adult advisor in another faith tradition and looks forward to 
working with teens in a Unitarian Universalist context. Josh and his wife, Katlin, have been active at 
UUCG through the Covenant Group program and other congregational activities. They will be signing 
the membership book on August 21.

Heather brings to our team of advisors a background in youth leadership development and working 
with teens at risk.  Heather has also been active in the last year through the Covenant Groups and 
other programs and will also be signing the membership book on August 21.  
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Back to School Shopping or Other Online Shopping?
When purchasing items from Amazon, please visit www.uucg.org and select the 
Amazon link at the bottom of the page.  UUCG receives a commission of 4% or 

more on purchases made through this link.  Last month, UUCG earned $117and our average monthly 
target is $167.  We’ll need more participation to reach this goal.  Taking the extra seconds to visit 
www.uucg.org and click on the Amazon link, is a great way to give more to UUCG without increasing 
any money from your household expenditures. Please consider inviting family and friends to use the 
UUCG link in their Amazon shopping too.

Coff ee Connection Sale
Our hot chocolate mix is on sale for $4.50/can while supply lasts.
Chocolate and  coff ee selections are available every Sunday!

UUCG Delivers Gift to The Next Stop
The Next Stop in Suwanee serves young adults with special needs, due to moderate 
intellectual disabilities, high level autism, or mild brain injuries, by providing them 
with opportunities for social interaction and growth. When persons with special 
needs “age out” of the Gwinnett school system at the age of 22, they lose their 
peer group and their teachers/mentors and can become isolated and lonely. The 
Next Stopprovides a program where they can experience a social, recreational, and 
learning environment while interacting with their peers & volunteers.  The Next Stop 
encourages and supports individual personal growth in the areas of self confi dence, 
social skills, life application skills, and awareness in a safe environment.  The Next 
Stop organization was nominated by UUCG member Peggy Averyt and selected by 

the Give Away the Plate team to be the second quarter plate recipient for 2016.   UUCG shares the 
non-designated funds in the plate each quarter with the approved recipient.  Members, friends, and 
visitors raised $1,118.60 for The Next Stop, with an equal amount benefi ting UUCG.   

Your junk = UUCG’s treasure?
UUCG is now accepting donations of jewelry and other small, unbreakable 
items that can be sold on eBay. All proceeds go to UUCG’s operating funds. 
Please see Theresa Waldrop or email resourcedevelopment@uucg.org if you 
have an item to donate or questions. The items will be listed at http://www.
ebay.com/usr/blueboatbargains (or go to eBay.com and look for the seller 
BlueBoatBargains. That’s us!).

Chalice Lighter Call to Benefi t UUCG  
UUCG was selected to receive funds from a Chalice Lighter Call for Contributions 
to help fund our Choir Director as a permanent position. This refl ects our 
commitment to creating a high quality music program under the direction of a 
professional choir director as we grow  our vibrant, multigenerational worship 
program. Individual contributions are a gift to support growth at UUCG as well as 
growth of Unitarian Universalism in the South. You too can contribute by writing 
“Chalice Lighter” in the memo of a check gift made payable to UUCG and placed 

in the off ering bowl. Or, visit www.uucg.org, select “Give” in the upper right corner. Scroll down to 
the “Donate” button. Call closes August 15, 2016.
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What are Care Rings?
At UUCG, Care Rings were developed to have a way to contact people who 
live in the same area especially when there is someone in need of help in the 
area. This help can be as simple as needing a ride to church or the doctor or 
as important as needing help with meals during an illness. Important messages 
from the church can also be sent to Care Ring email groups to contact everyone 
at once. Of course 911 is still your first number to call in a serious emergency. 

Care Ring areas are based on Zip Codes and are identified by color. Our name 
tags are marked with a colored dot and the bulletin board for name tags is also divided by matching 
colors. We encourage everyone to know their color and become acquainted with others in the same 
ring. Check out the map in the church office to see the distribution of our members in Gwinnett and 
beyond. Social events for Care Rings are a good way to know your UUCG neighbors better.

Members are assigned to a Care Ring when they join the church. Active Friends of the congregation 
can also be assigned to a ring on request. Watch for updates this month as Care Rings are expanded 
for our recent growth. Once you know your color, you can email everyone in your ring with requests or 
information. The Care Ring email addresses can be found on page 2 of the Church Directory.

To be Welcome.  To be Home.
Invitation from Bill Benshoof
A new ministry of our Beloved Community- Covenant Groups- will start our 
sessions for the new program year in early August.  Last year’s groups were 
well-attended, much loved by the participants, and permanently life-changing 
for me.  We got to know each other better and dug deeper into the meaning of 
the monthly Service themes.

I invite everyone to consider the lesson I’m learning- that there is no substitute for presence.  A lot 
of my learning about presence has been during the last year’s Covenant Group meetings.  My “mad 
dash” from West Midtown to our “Radically Welcoming Green Space” was rewarded by a beautiful, 
irreplaceable, transformative way to be present with my Beloved Community.

Like the shared experience of piecing together feed-sack quilts in the early 1900s, in our Covenant 
Group meetings, we each bring what we have (our stories) and, in the process of sharing, we build new 
understanding of ourselves, each other, and the monthly themes.  We piece together a quilt of trust, 
understanding, and shared experiences that we can take with us wherever we go, and will hold us in its 
warm embrace for a long time.

It is my great hope that our Covenant Group experience will enhance our worship experience, as well, 
and encourage us to be present with the larger group at Service on Sundays.  

To be Welcome.  To be Home.

Register for the group that best fits your schedule:
•     2nd/4th Wednesday 7:00pm starting August 10
•     1st/3rd Wednesday at 6:30pm starting August 17
•     1st/3rd Thursday at 10:00am starting August 18
•     1st/3rd Saturday at 10:00am starting August 20
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Visitor Orientation
UU 101 August 21 at 12:45pm
CURIOUS – If you are new to 
Unitarian  Universalism or just 
new to UUCG, this class should 
answer some of your questions.
COURAGEOUS – Join us in 
the library on third Sundays 
immediately following the 
service.
COMPASSIONATE – We hope 
the information and discussions 
will help you on your spiritual 
journey.
Childcare and lunch provided.  
Sign up on the bulletin board 
by the nametags, visit www.
uucg.org and select “register”, 
call the UUCG office at 770-717-
7913, or just drop in.  For more 
information, contact Peggy at 
membership@uucg.org.

New Member Class
UU 102 August 21 at 12:45pm
If you have taken UU 101 and 
feel ready to move on to the next 
step, please join us.  UU 102 
meets in the Lounge.   Childcare 
will be available and lunch 
provided.  Sign up is available 
by selecting “register” on the 
www.uucg.org website, through 
the office at 770-717-7913,  or 
through email to membership@
uucg.org.  After completing UU 
102, you are eligible to become 
an official member of UUCG at 
an upcoming signing ceremony. 

Signing Ceremony
If you are considering becoming 
a member of UUCG, please 
contact membership@uucg.
org, to participate in the next 
ceremony. Ceremonies take 
place quarterly in the Pastor’s 
Parlor.  Next ceremony is  
August 21, 2016.

Plugging in With Passion
Sunday, August 7 10:00am & 12:15pm
Join us on August 7th to kick off the new 
program year with an informative event. 
"Plugging in with Passion" will provide an 
opportunity to talk directly with representatives 

from various committees and groups to learn about offerings and 
activities throughout UUCG. Come and discover the many avenues 
available for deeper engagement in congregational life.  Event offered 
before and after service.

New Pastoral Care Team 
We are very pleased to announce that our 
new Pastoral Care Associates program is 
up and running and the team has already 
started supporting the congregation. 
Your Pastoral Care Associates are: Bill 
Benshoof, Denise Burkart, Pearla Kennedy, 
Carol Richardson, and Wally Watson. They 
are support by our Program Assistant, 
Christiana McQuain.  They will be “installed” 

during a commissioning ceremony during the service on August 7.

The Pastoral Care Associates will work closely with Reverend 
Taddeo this fall to continue building their skills to provide primary 
pastoral support while she is on Sabbatical in 2017. Here’s a short 
list of the primary ways they will be serving the congregation:
• Follow up with concerns and needs expressed during our 

Candles of Compassion
• Reach out to people going through crises, transitions, and health 

issues
• Visit the ill at home or at the hospital
• Support caretakers
• Coordinate with the Care Rings to arrange meals, transportation 

and other practical services
• Provide referrals to appropriate agencies and professionals as 

needed
• Maintain systems of care and support when the minister is 

unavailable

This team of dedicated, trained individuals will offer strong listening 
skills and a caring presence during challenging times. Someone is 
on call 24/7 to respond in case of emergency. To reach a Pastoral 
Care Associate call 770-847-0566 and your call will be forwarded to 
the PCA on call. If you don’t get an answer, please leave a message 
and they will return your call as soon as possible
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Growing a Beloved Community
Barbara Stahnke, President 
As I prepare to write my first President’s letter for 
this Congregational Year, I am trying to figure out 
how I will let my work as president help me grow as 
a person in community with others.  I am reflecting 
on how do we change the world and live into our 
vision.  I am trying to put together a board retreat 

that will help us develop a Strategic Plan that will guide us.  There is 
so much to think about in terms of our past that set us on a course for 
liberal faith to be represented in Gwinnett, in terms of our present in a 
period of settling in with our vision and the connection to our mission, 
and in terms of our future with a period of change to meet that vision. 
I don’t really know what is the course for UUCG at this moment.  I do 
know that UUCG sets a unique path to live out our mission and our 
principles.  I know that the members work hard to keep us going and 
want us to be our vision.  I know that we are all working hard to live our 
covenant with each other and into our larger community.  
I think the title of the book that the Southern Region Presidents read 
during the recent president’s convocation really does show us the course 
we will be following to reach our vision.  The title of the book is Growing 
a Beloved Community.  The book describes what a healthy community 
looks and acts like.  Our mission gives us our tools of courage, curiosity 
and compassion to evidence how we are “doing” the work.  I think the 
sub-groups of our mission are listening and covenant.  We can only build 
our beloved community and evidence it to the larger world when we are 
together and living our values and principles.  If we find the ways to help 
others be together with us and for each of us to be together with our 
larger community, we will grow the beloved community.  For now, let us 
practice together to exist in our beloved community together.  Let us be 
present and live our mission and vision with each other. 

UUCG Store Open
Anniversary t-shirts & more 
at:  
https://shop.spreadshirt.com/shopuucg

FRONT
shirt color is approximate

Building and Grounds Infrastructure
As many of you have noticed we have a gully in our parking lot.  We are 
also experiencing the failure of the middle heating and air conditioning 
unit. One other issue has been revealed with a dead tree at the back of 
our property that has the potential to cause damage to our neighbor’s 
(the apartment complex) property.  The first two are major unbudgeted 
costs.  Building and grounds is currently obtaining quotes for the repairs 
so that we can decide the best course of action to make the necessary 
repairs.  This is just a heads up that we will probably need to identify 
the appropriate resources to fix the issues promptly.   The Board of 
Trustees will be updating the membership regularly via the newsletter 
and weekly emails of progress and the suggested course of action.   This 
will likely lead to a significant budget change necessity a gathering of the 
congregation for a vote.  Keep tuned in for updates.  

Sabbatical 
Workshop

Sunday, August 28
1:00 – 3:00pm

The Reverend Kenn Hurto, 
Executive Lead for the 
UUA Southern Region, will 
lead a workshop with the 
congregation to explore the 
work of the congregation 
while Rev. Taddeo is on 
Sabbatical. Sabbatical is a 
time in which congregations 
explore more deeply who 
they are, who they serve, 
and where they want to go 
together over the coming 
years. The workshop will 
start after we have lunch 
together, about 1:00, and 
end at 3:00. We want and 
need many people of all ages 
participating in this important 
workshop.
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UUWomenspirit Fall Retreat
October 19-23, 2016
UUWomenspirit is a non-profit, volunteer-run organization that has 
hosted all-women retreats since 1987. Our retreats emphasize and 
celebrate the Divine Feminine in her many forms.  Our next retreat 
will be held on October 19-23, 2016 at The Mountain Re-treat and 
Learning Center in Highlands, NC.  

Our theme for this event is Moon Energy: Rhythm, Mystery, 
Illumination.  During this event, we will explore the six phases of the moon and how the moon’s influence 
has an impact on us, in both overt and subtle ways.  We will also experience moon rituals and share ideas 
on how you can work with the moon’s energy to enhance your connection to the Divine Feminine. 

For more information about UUWomenspirit, please visit our website, www.uuwomenspirit.org.  
Information about The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center can be found at www.themountainrlc.org.

Backpack Drive for Corley Elementary Ends August 7
Before we know it, it will be time for the classroom again for the students of our 
partner school, Corley Elementary. For the second year, we are collecting new 
and gently-used backpacks for grade school children whose parents have very 

UUWomenspirit Retreat—October 19-23, 2016 
The Mountain Retreat and Learning Center in Highlands, NC 

www.themountainrlc.org 

Offerings include: 
Working with Moon Signs  ●  Frame Drumming  ●  Yoga 

Phases of the Moon ●  Breast Casting  ●  Bonfire ●  Cabaret 
Exploring Moon Energy  ●  Feng Shui  ●  Essential Oils 

Illuminating our Sixth Sense ●  Sacred Circle Dancing ●  Labyrinth 

and so much more! 

In our worship time together we will explore the six moon 
phases through meditation, dance, tarot and goddess rituals 

from several cultures with a goal to provide space for  
inner connection each day. 

Mark your calendars now for October 19-23, 2016 to attend the Fall event. 
We have a delightful array of activities planned for you! 

Registration begins in 
July at 

uuwomenspirit.org 

The theme is 

Moon Energy: 

Rhythm 

Artwork by Rain Pope, 2016 

REUUSE YARD SALE--REUUSE YARD SALE
UUCG will hold it's annual yard sale on Friday, September 30 and Saturday, 
October 1 from 9:00-2:00 both days.

This is a community event in two ways.  First, it brings the community outside 
our doors into our building and introduces us to people who might not 
otherwise venture inside.  Secondly, it requires the assistance of our internal 
community to make it happen; yes, volunteers are needed.  Please contact 
Karen Smith if you are able to work Friday or Saturday of the sale OR during 
the week to sort and set-up.

CLEAN donations may be dropped off at church following the Sunday service of September 24 until 
4:00pm, as well as during the week prior to the sale.  We are not able to accept large furniture or used 
car seats.

Drop off hours week of September 24:
• Sunday:          1:00-4:00 pm
• Monday:        1:00-5:00pm
• Tuesday:        4:00-8:00pm
• Wednesday:  1:00-5:00pm
• Thursday:      1:00-5:00pm

Volunteers are needed to help sort and price items during these times, as well as set up road signs for 
advertisement.  Let us know what works for you.

limited resources. So catch the “Back-to-School” sales early, and pick up a backpack - or 2 or 3! Our goal 
this year is 30 packs. Donation bin will be outside of the Lounge. For more info: joannw55@live.com. 



Building Open
Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday:  10:00am-3:30pm
Friday:  10:00am-2:00pm
By Appointment:  770-717-7913

Sta� 
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Parish Minister
RevTaddeo@uucg.org
Offi  ce: 770-717-7913
Cell: 678-558-4834
Our Minister keeps fl exible hours. 
Friday is her Sabbath day.   
Appointments suggested. 

Laura de Castro, Administrator
Ldecastro@uucg.org
Offi  ce:  770-717-7913
Our Administrator is in the building on 
Tuesdays, Fridays and 3rd Sundays and 
available through email 12-3:30pm on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
Appointments suggested.  

Christiana McQuain, Program Assistant
cmcquain@uucg.org

Kevin McKinney, Choir Director
kmckinney@uucg.org

Board of Trustees
Barbara Stahnke, President
president@uucg.org

Ben Lower, Vice President
vp@uucg.org 

Steve Smith, Treasurer
treasurer@uucg.org

Ally Perras, Secretary
secretary@uucg.org

Board Members at Large
Sara Heath
James Riddlesperger
Theresa Waldrop
Phoenix Lastinger

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation o f Gwinnett
12 Bethesda Church Road
Lawrenceville, GA  30044
www.uucg.org
770.717.7913

UUCG

Curiosity.   Courage.  Compassion.
We are a radically welcoming sanctuary in a green space. 

We foster spiritual growth as we joyfully nurture connections 
and community within our walls and beyond.

Family Night at UUCG
August 13, 5:30-8:00 p.m.
Families of all sizes, including people of all ages, are invited to 
gather for fun and fellowship on the second Saturday of each month. 
Bring food for your family and enjoy fellowship over dinner. Bring 
games, toys, movies, crafts, or other activities to contribute to the 
fun! A relaxed time to build connections and friendships across 
generations. Hosts Amanda and Steve Perkins.

Raced in America: White Culture, Privilege & Bias
August 27, 10:00 - 1:00
A World Trust program facilitated by Rev. Taddeo
Whether conscious or unconscious, most white people have developed 
ways of existing in the world that demonstrates white culture, its values, 
and practices as better or superior to those of people of color. The 
purpose of this program is to support white individuals in identifying 
interactions that perpetuate and model racist dynamics. Through 
examining history, watching fi lm clips, identifying behaviors, and 
refl ecting on attitudes, participants will identify how the racial status 
quo exists and learn strategies for understanding and dismantling 
structuralized paradigms. 

Framing Issues with a Racial Equity Lens
September 24, 10:00 - 1:00
A World Trust program facilitated by Rev. Taddeo
Belief systems, which inform policy and law, can contribute to and 
perpetuate injustice. This injustice rests on unconscious and conscious 
beliefs about who matters in society and who does not. In order to 
make right what is inherently wrong, collective action is required. This 
program provides examples of how injustice is perpetuated through 
the media and court systems. By working with art, fi lm clips and other 
activities participants will learn the importance of framing an issue with 
a racial equity lens and practice it.


