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A Light in the Window
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A message from Board of Trustees by Bill Benshoof, Vice President

Dear Friends,

“What would I change if the choice were mine?
I was doin’ the best I knew at the time.
And every door that was opened and door that closed,
All the things that made me grow,
Sent me off down another roadOff to look for a light,
For a light,
In the window.”

I chose a line from a Carrie Newcomer song to introduce this topic because I
like to think that we represent “a light in the window” in many ways. I see an
ongoing challenge in keeping that light shining in ways that are relevant, both to
us and to the larger community.
So, as a Beloved Community, how do we shine that light? One way to stay on
track and to measure our progress is to have a Strategic Plan. This will be a
focus for me and your whole Board of Trustees this year and beyond and I want
to introduce you to some of the processes we’ll be setting up together.
A Strategic Plan might appear to be a huge task, however, broken down into
some continuing processes, it’s a manageable and beneficial effort. We’ll
regularly ask ourselves three questions. Who are we, as individuals? What
is our Congregation’s Vision? What is the “sweet spot” where each of our
individual journeys meet up with the “ends” our Vision defines?
... it’s the middle that counts the most.
Try to remember that when you find yourself at a new beginning. Just give hope
a chance to float up.
And it will, too...
Birdee Pruitt’s words from the movie “Hope Floats” seem appropriate to this
time in our lives. We are embracing changes and accepting challenges posed
by change (and the promise or threat of change) in our Congregation, our
Community, our Denomination, and our Country.
We need everyone involved in bringing about the “ends” in our Strategic Plan meaning everyone has a voice in creating it. The commission each member of
the Board of Trustees accepts as part of their job is to listen, and the challenge
is to find the means for all of us to be in communication with one another.
Many of us are very comfortable with social media and regularly exchange
ideas there. Some of us, in some situations, also like to get together “in
person,” for the extra energy and focus it brings to the conversation.
Last, and perhaps most significant, is embracing a Strategic Plan (and process)
that is “living and growing.” It will always be a “work in progress.” However, it
is vital that we know and internalize the “ends” we’re all working toward - now.
Emphasizing that- another line from a Carrie Newcomer song:
“... the question begsWhy would you wait, and be late for your life?”
Our Strategic Plan will roll together four processes - Discernment, Charters,

Continued on page 5.
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Sundays at UUCG

10:00 am Faith Development
11:00 am Worship Service
January Theme:

Justice
January 7
Spiritually Grounded Activism
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Sherree Bailey, Worship Associate
Bryan Bishop, Pianist
Choir warm-up before service
January 14
The Moral Arc of the Universe
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Bob Patrick, Worship Associate
Bryan Bishop, Pianist
Choir warm-up before service
January 21
What’s Right About Human Rights
Rev. Jan Taddeo Service Leader
Evan Varner, Worship Associate
Bryan Bishop, Pianist
Michael off. No choir.
Potluck Lunch
January 28
Justice: Inherent, Implied, & Embedded
Bob Patrick, Service Leader
Lydia Patrick, Worship Associate
Choir warm-up before service
February 4
Be Prepared
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Service Leader
Lorena Griffin, Worship Associate
Choir warm-up before service
January plate contributions are shared
equally with
Peace of Thread
www.peaceofthread.com
the

gnuus

Announcements for the February
newsletter are due by January
25. Announcements for the
weekly e-newsletter and Order of
Service are due on Tuesdays at
noon. Send announcements or
newsletter subscription requests
to “announcements@uucg.org”.

Faith Development
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Faith Development Programs: Sunday Mornings at 10:00am
Theme: Justice

•
•

“Justice will not be served until those who are unaffected are as outraged as those
who are.” -- Benjamin Franklin
• Jaanuary 7 Forum. The pursuit of justice within Unitarian Universalism is directly
supported by our 1st, 2nd, and 6th principles and by our 2nd and 4th sources. How
are you supporting justice? How are you defining the justice that you do?
• January 14: Spiritual Practices. Discussion and Guided Meditation using the 4
Tarot cards: The Hermit, The Sun, The Star, and The World/Universe. We are the
Stars that sing. How do we manifest our personal light? We will use the imagery of these cards to
explore how we shine in the world. You may bring your own deck but several will be available to
choose from. Facilitator: Sherree Bailey
January 21: Faith in Action. What, for you, is the relationship between spirituality and justice? Join
us in an exploration of how our faith informs our work for justice in our communities and the world.
January 28: Earth Centered Practices. Brigid the Goddess: Justice Written into the Landscape - A
conversation rooted in scholarly work on the ancient goddess of Ireland and how her name, her titles
and the stories about her imply and embed into the ancient landscape what we would call social
justice. The old world might have some things to offer this newer world when it comes to envisioning
the meaning of social justice into the fabric of our lives. Facilitator: Bob Patrick.

Our Whole Lives Parent Meeting on Sunday, January 7 at 1:00pm

Our Whole Lives helps participants make informed and responsible decisions about
their sexual health and behavior. It equips participants with accurate, age-appropriate
information and helps participants clarify their values, build interpersonal skills, and
understand the spiritual, emotional, and social aspects of sexuality. OWL provides
a safe and judgment free environment to ask questions and get answers leading to
informed choices. OWL programs begin Sunday, January 7 at 2:30pm.

GUST (Gwinnett: Understanding Secular Truths) invites you to
Godlessness in the age of Trump on January 8 at 7:00 pm

We have had one year of Trump as president. How has Trump’s presidency
affected the lives of nonbelievers? Is it worse than we expected, or better? How
bad can it get? Let’s get together and discuss how the country is changing.

UUCG Book Club

Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at 7:00 pm in the Library
Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand

The Book Club will not be meeting in December. Our selection for the January 23,
2018 meeting is Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand.

UU 103 resumes on January 21

Denise Benshoof will facilitate a program on “The Beacon Press and the Pentagon Papers.” All are
invited to this continuing education series on Unitarian Universalism that meets every other month in the
Library after service. Get your lunch from the potluck and join the discussion.
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Don is in a unique position to lead the troop. He and I believe
deeply and passionately that we are carrying out UUCG community
outreach at every meeting and interaction we have. This outreach
is to the boys in the troop and their families who live close to UUCG,
but also to adult Scouts throughout northeast Georgia.
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Ideas for our February activity include a lock-in at an indoor rock
climbing venue, swimming, and bicycling – perhaps a day on the
Silver Comet trail. We will attend summer camp in north Georgia
again in June 2018, which is the highlight of the boys’ year.
The boys sell discount cards each spring (dollars off at local
merchants) and popcorn in the fall to fund these activities. Young
Jeremiah funded an entire year’s worth of activities, including
summer camp, thanks to his popcorn sales – and he deeply
appreciates all UUCG members and friends who bought from him!
Camp Rainey Mountain, Clayton, GA

The boys sell discount cards each spring (dollars off at local merchants) and popcorn
these activities. Young Jeremiah funded an entire year’s worth of activities, including
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Visitor Orientation

I am Troy Davis

CURIOUS – If you are new
to Unitarian Universalism or
just new to UUCG, this class
should answer some of your
questions.
COURAGEOUS – Join us in
the library on third Sundays
immediately following the
service.
COMPASSIONATE – We
hope the information and
discussions will help you on
your spiritual journey.
Childcare and lunch provided.
Sign up on the bulletin board
by the nametags, visit www.
uucg.org and select “register”,
call the UUCG office at 770717-7913, or just drop in. For
more information, contact
Peggy at membership@uucg.

Please join the Racial Justice Organizing Team
in welcoming Troy Davis’ aunt, Kimberly Davis,
to UUCG on Saturday, January 20, 2018, from 10
a.m. to noon. You will remember that Davis was
executed on September 21, 2011, after a 22-year
fight to prove his innocence. Kimberly will discuss
the death penalty, incarceration in America, and
the love and support within her family during that
time. This is a good place to ask your questions and
offer your perspective. Be part of the conversation.
Visit www.uucg.org and select “Register for Events”. For additional
information about the event or about joining the team, please call Toby
Lyles at 404-449-6241.

UU 101 Feb. 18 after service January 20 from 10am-Noon, in the Sanctuary

UUCG supports Peace of Thread

New Member Class

UU 102 Feb. 18 after service

Our January-through-March Give-Away-The-Plate
recipient is Peace of Thread. This organization helps
refugees begin new lives in America. They are all
women who have fled war & persecution in countries
like Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, or Myanmar and have
been resettled in or near Clarkston, an area in Metro
Atlanta favored by resettlement agencies. Peace of
Thread provides employment as well as cultural and
English language instruction. Participants are taught how
to make high-end purses and handbags that are sold
through various outlets. Once these women have learned new life skills,
they can more easily find regular entry-level jobs to support themselves.

If you have taken UU 101 and
feel ready to move on to the
next step, please join us. UU
UUCG Donated $975 in Gift Cards to Corley
102 meets in the Lounge.
This community continues to be very
Childcare will be available
generous to the students & parents of
and lunch provided. Sign
Corley Elementary School. The gift cards
up is available by selecting“It’s Your Time: Get Inspired for the New Year”
from UUCG will go a long way in helping
“register” on the www.uucg.
HEALTH & SUSTAINABILITY FAIR 2016
the neediest children at the school and
org website, through the office
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett
at 770-717-7913, or through
Rev. Jan
Taddeo, Minister
their
families.
The school has no PTA; we fill in and support the parents
email to membership@uucg.
and students several times per year. Thank you!
org. After completing UU 102,
All Things Healthy
you are eligible to become an
February 24 , 2018 from noon - 4pm
official member of UUCG at an
Health Advocates and Health Providers are invited to
upcoming signing ceremony.
participate as an Exhibitor and/or Sponsor at the “All
Signing Ceremony
Things Healthy” Fair on Saturday, February 24 from 12:00
If you are considering
Saturday, January 30, 2016
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Fair will include healthy products,
p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
becoming a member of UUCG, 1:00
farm-fresh
food, and health services available for purchase,
12 Bethesda Church wholesome
Road
Lawrenceville, Georgia 30044
please contact membership@
including health education presentations by local health experts.
uucg.org, to participate in the
Exhibitors are welcomed and encouraged to offer free health literature,
next ceremony. Ceremonies
screenings, product or produce samples, and/or demonstrations. Form
take place quarterly in the
is available from www.uucg.org “Upcoming Events” tab or visit https://
Pastor’s Parlor.
form.jotform.us/52297854279168.
Open and Free to the Community
Hosted By

www.uucg.org

“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.”

Nutrition

Prayer

Reiki

Spirit

Herbs

Recycling

Holistic
Health

Healing Touch

Body

Aromatherapy

Green
Building

Massage

Mind

Meditation

Reflexology

Breath
Work/Inspiration

Natural
Health

Music/Sound
Therapy

(For more information or directions related to this event, call the church at 770-717-7913)

•
•
•
•
•

Exhibition of practitioners and businesses who specialize in health and wellness and/or sustainability
Free health literature, screenings, product and produce samples, demonstrations, and more…
Healthy products, farm-fresh wholesome food, and health services for purchase
Live music for entertainment
Health education presentations by health care providers/advocates who are experts in their field

This health fair is hosted by Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett. The exhibitors of this health fair are independent practitioners and/or businesses; thus, they are not
representatives of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett. Therefore, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Gwinnett assumes no liability on behalf of these

Board of Trustees
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continued from page 1.
Finances, and Programs:
Discernment happens as we each share more of our personal journey. We may reveal the sources of faith
and belief in our lives. Our passions and interests may become apparent. We are “listened into speech” by
our Beloved Community, and we gain insight into how we can work together.
Charters are the information documents describing the “ends” our Committees and Groups are seeking.
Finances covers the elements of our Strategic Plan that involve significant financial commitments. The
needs of our building, our staff, and our programs are major parts of our financial planning.
Programs are the major initiatives of the Congregation in pursuit of our Vision.
As Steven Covey says, “first things first,” so let’s take up “discernment” first, posing some questions. What
does our Vision mean to you? Where do you see UUCG one, three, and five years down the road with
respect to our Vision? Reverend Jan has shared this list of questions around our Vision:
What does Radically Welcoming look like?
What does Sanctuary look like?
What does a Green Space look like?
What does Fostering Spiritual Growth look like?
What does Nurturing Connections and Community inside our walls look like?
What does Nurturing Connections and Community beyond our walls look like?
The emphasis on beyond our walls is mine because I think it is a connection we must strengthen to
maintain our health as a Beloved Community. I think you will hear more specifics about this “coming soon
from a Minister near you” since Reverend Jan is already working on new plans for us in this area so that we
can grow in recognition, numbers, and strength through more connections to our Community.
The task of asking these questions, and listening to your answers, is one I plan to embrace with head,
heart, and hands and I invite everyone who cares about the future of our Beloved Community to join me.
I have some ideas on how to conduct this discussion. And, I and the Board of Trustees would like to hear
more ideas from you. Let’s connect wherever it is comfortable for you. If needed, I’ll learn to Twitter. I’ll
meet you on the Facebook page, during Coffee Hour, and, hopefully, even in a focused, moderated forum,
or “cottage meeting.”
Let’s involve the Board of Trustees and Reverend Jan in the discussion. The Board of Trustees is Theresa
Waldrop, Ally Perras, Nathalie Bigord, Terry Welsher, Steve Smith, Evan Varner, Barbara Stahnke, and
myself.
This year is already full of questions and challenges. I plan to add more. We won’t answer all the questions,
and we’ll make some mistakes. However, we’ll also have successes and make some good choices along
the way. I challenge you to embrace it all with these words from Rumi:
In between wrong-doing and right-doing is a field.
I’ll meet you there.
With a heart full of hope and enthusiasm inspired by the love of my Beloved Community,
Bill Benshoof

YARD SALE YARD SALE YARD SALE

Looking for a New Year’s resolution that helps others? Resolve to volunteer
for the Yard Sale this September!! Unpacking boxes, arranging other
people’s knick-knacks, hanging clothes, sorting books, what could be more
fun than that? Use the time to shop early for next year’s Christmas and
re-gift that awful clock, shirt, perfume, board game. The possibilities are
endless!!

UUCG
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation o f Gwinnett
12 Bethesda Church Road
Lawrenceville, GA 30044
www.uucg.org
770.717.7913

Building Open

Sunday: 9:30am-12:30pm
Tuesday: 10:00am-3:30pm
Friday: 10:00am-3:00pm
By Appointment: 770-717-7913
Office closed December 25-30

Staff
Rev. Jan Taddeo, Parish Minister
RevTaddeo@uucg.org
Office: 770-717-7913
Cell: 678-558-4834
Hours: Mon-Wed. 11am-9pm
Appointments scheduled at:
https://revtaddeo.acuityscheduling.com/
Laura de Castro, Administrator
Ldecastro@uucg.org
Office: 770-717-7913
Hours: Tues & Fri 9:30-3:30; 3rd Sundays
Appointments suggested as hours vary.
Christiana McQuain, Program Assistant
cmcquain@uucg.org
Michael Parker, Choir Director
choir@uucg.org

Overnight Youth Group Retreat at UUCG

Begins Sunday, January 14 10:30 a.m.
includes Monday, January 15 MLK Parade

2017-2018 Adult Advisors:

Brendan Strallow, Paige Nix, Miriam Patrick,
Jezza Hehn, and Damon Harmon
Registration forms available on Youth Group
Bulletin Board. For Information E-mail: revtaddeo@uucg.org

Seniors Aging with Grace and Enthusiasm
January 13 at 10:00am

Our first program of 2018 will be
held in the UUCG Playhouse on
Saturday January 13 from 10-12.
Susan Peterson-Hazan, former
UUCG congregational president, is
a clinical social worker in the Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center at
Emory. Susan will speak about the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease.
Bert Schuster, a long time member of UUCG and someone who has
worn many hats in his service to this community, will share about his
diagnosis of Mild Cognitive Impairment that he received two years ago.

Best Appetizers Cook-off on January 21

Our monthly cooking contest resumes in January with Best Appetizers.
You can register on our website to share the recipe or a story about
your recipe in an upcoming cookbook. A printed copy of your recipe
to display with your entry is also helpful for those with food allergies.
Let’s delight everyone’s taste buds with many delicious appetizers as
we raise FUNds at UUCG.

Board of Trustees
Theresa Waldrop, President
president@uucg.org
Bill Benshoof, Vice President
vp@uucg.org
Barbara Stahnke, Treasurer
treasurer@uucg.org
Steve Smith, Secretary
secretary@uucg.org
Board Members at Large
Nathalie Bigord
Ally Perras
Evan Varner
Terry Welsher
Youth Vacant

Curiosity. Courage. Compassion.

We are a radically welcoming sanctuary in a green space.
We foster spiritual growth as we joyfully nurture connections
and community within our walls and beyond.

